Report of the International Conference on Universal Knowledge and Language, 

Fort Aguada, Goa, 

25th to 29th November, 2002
The International Conference on Universal Knowledge and Language (ICUKL-2002) was organized in Goa from November 25 to 29, 2002. This conference provided a meeting ground for scholars, researchers and students from India and abroad representing numerous disciplines like philosophy, cognitive science, linguistics, information technology and computer science and engineering. The participation at the conference were better than expected and we had over 170 registered delegates. There was a very enthusiastic participation by delegates from Goa who contributed significantly on the day dealing with Konkani language. All the delegates had expressed high level of praise for the conference content and the arrangements. The deliberation specially those during the concluding day have lead to significant collaborations that are expected to get formalized between research groups, organizations and institutions, spanning various states of India and several countries. The conference clearly elucidated the working of knowledge society, which straddles language boundaries and ensures peace and harmony through easy and extensive communication. Some facts of the conference are presented hereunder:
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Venue: Beach Resort, Fort Aguada, Goa, Taj group of Hotels.

Date: 25th to 29th November, 2002.

Organized by: UNDL foundation Geneva, IIT Bombay and Transcultura Paris.

Conference chair: Prof. M.G.K. Menon.

Advisory committee chair: Prof. Della Senta, UNDL foundation.

Advisory committee co-chair: Prof. Ashok Misra, IIT Bombay.

Program committee chair: Dr. Hiroshi Uchida, UNDL foundation.

Program committee co-chair: Prof.  Le Pichon, Transcultura.

Convener:  Prof. Pushpak Bhattacharyya, IIT Bombay.
Co-convener:  Prof. G.V. Parbhu-Gaunkar, IIT Bombay.

Organizing committee chair: Mr. Baleswar Rai, Goa.
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SALIENT FEATURES:

1. Two parts:
· Transcultura Symposium

· Knowledge and Language symposium

The former had 15 invited speakers– all eminent scholars from various disciplines like philosophy of language, linguistics and culture from Europe and India.  The main contribution was the exploration of the idea of Encyclopedia of Keywords. 

The latter had 6 invited speakers from major speech and language processing groups of this country including IIT Bombay, IIT Kanpur, NCST, IIIT Hyderabad, Ministry of Information and Communication Technology etc.  The Technology  Development in Indian Languages initiative was too presented by Dr. Om Vikas, senior director MICT. Mr. Rajeev Ratna Shah, secretary DIT, made an illuminating presentation on Knowledge Management and Linguistic Pluralism.
There was a session on Konkani Language which was covered by the local newspaper.  In this session were discussed the History of Konkani Language and efforts on Konkani corpus creation.

2. Research Tracks:

21 refereed papers presented in 4 tracks, viz., 

· UNL applications and tools

· Machine translation and lexical resources

· Information Retrieval in parallel with UNL enconverting workshop

· Speech and visual information processing
3. Conference delegates from:

· India- Assam, Bengal, Orissa, UP, Punjab, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamilnadu, Kerala, Andhra, Karnataka.

· Russia

· France

· Portugal

· Italy 

· Spain

· Brazil

· China

· Japan

· Indonesia

4. Conference format:

· Committees

                                     -Advisory

                         -Program

                         -Organizing  

· 4 research tracks

· 19 session with chairs

· 17 Invited Speakers

· 1 Panel discussions

· 1 Workshop
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5. Sponsorship:
· TCS

· Infosys

· Govt. of Goa

· Ministry of Communication and Information Technology.

· Mahindra British Telecom

· Xansa

· Salgaonkar and Bros. Ltd

· HP India 

7.  Participation by important political and administrative figures: 

· Governor of Goa

· Chief Minister of Goa.

· Minister of Information Technology, Goa.

· Minister of art, culture and Industry, Goa.

· Secretary, Department of Information Technology.

· Chief Secretary, Education Secretary and Finance Secretary of Goa.

8. Newspaper coverage:

Times of India
· Goa governor calls nations to be partners in progress NOVEMBER 26, 2

The Navhind Times
· Goa to host global meet on languages Friday, November 8, 2002 

· Meet on knowledge and language from Nov 25 Monday, November 18, 2002 

· Global networking for Konkani Thursday, November 28, 2002 

The Economic Times
· Process on to create first-ever word Net in Hindi TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2002 

9.  Suggestions

· Faster Decisions by UNDL Foundation

· Emphasis on Lexical Resources

· Lexicons

· Wordnets

· Ontologies
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